A 56-year-old Caucasian male presented in August 1971 with malaise and a photosensitive, maculopapular rash, predominantly on the trunk, arms, and legs. Investigations showed an erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) of 118 mm in the first hour, leucopenia (1.5 x 109/l), and a polyclonal elevation of IgG. Antinuclear antibodies (ANA) were not detected. A skin biopsy, however, was consistent with SLE, with epidermal atrophy, liquefaction necrosis of the basal layer, and patchy lymphocytic infiltration. The rash was controlled with prednisolone 5 mg to 10 mg daily, but the leucopenia and the raised IgG persisted. In 1978 his creatinine clearance was 87 ml/min with no evidence of proteinuria.
In May 1981 he was admitted with worsening of the rash, together with proteinuria. On examination there was a widespread maculopapular rash with Accepted for publication 9 January 1984.
Correspondence to Dr P. J. Maddison Urinary microscopy showed only tubular casts. The serum creatinine was 101 ,umol/l and the creatinine clearance 73 ml/min. The plasma globulin was 47 g/l, with no paraprotein on electrophoresis. The ANA test was negative by immunofluorescence, but precipitating antibodies to Ro(SSA)3 were detected by immunodiffusion. C-reactive protein (CRP) and SAA levels were measured by radial immunodiffusion in the laboratory of Dr J. T. Whicher. The CRP assay used antiserum from Seward Laboratories, London, and the lower limit of sensitivity is 0-005 g/l (normal range <0*005-0-011 g/l). The SAA assay used antiserum from Atlantic Antibodies, Westbrook, Maine, and the lower limit of sensitivity is 0-002 g/l (normal range <0-002-0-030 g/l). The results of the analysis for acute phase proteins showed a greatly elevated level of serum amyloid-A protein at 0.979 g/l and a moderately raised C-reactive protein at 0*05 g/l. This was the only estimation made of acute phase proteins.
A repeat skin biopsy showed a patchy lymphocytic infiltrate around dermal capillaries and keratotic plugging of follicles. A renal biopsy was also performed. This 
